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Year-old chemical
seller expanding
Plano operation

Viachem aims to add
10 additional workers
BY MARGARET ALLEN | ST0ET wRITIR

Close o wraphing up ies Arse year in
business, Plano-based specialty chemical
distibutor Viachem Lid. expects o log
£0.5 miilion n revenine by 2007, and s pre
porring &0 hire 10 miore spaployoes in 2008,

Winchem, foundad by chemical indusory
veteran Slchodd Eftime, thismonth exparsd
el 1= office space from 2000 square feet to
4 50h sopuEame fiset,

The firm now has o dozen emplovoeess
Efting, company president, is its majoriy
sharshobder: Sooeen other individoal imees
tors hodd stakes in the company

Wiachon's business plan is oo reach §75
milllon i1 revenie and 100 emplovess by
12 Efting sadd

WViachom s a niche player in the 31 il
lion Morth American chemical industry
which inclwdes both commodity and spe-
clalty chemicals used oo make evervihing
firomm honzehnld supplies and food to plhae
macairicals, howsehold poods and personal
care prodiuces

Within that market, Wiachem focises
o specialty chemicals — more expensive
chemicals sold in smaller amounts — that
accoumt for $100 billien in sales anmmally
in MNorth Americo

Customers for epecialety chomibcals are
trpically large indusirial companies and
corEimer goods compantes. according to
Californis-based SRI Consulting. a busi-
vz research service for the gobal ehemi-
cal industey

A highly competitive industry the seg-
meaits growth rate has slowsd, bue is fone
cast 1o e 3.2% annually berawen 2006 and
2011, sccording o SRL
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Wiachoem’s strategy is (o partner with
chemica] manufacrerers in lone-wrm ex-
chesgve sales, marketing and distribamon
agreemene. Viachem targets the market
e ifios cussoniers and thew, via o sales
force of chemists and hiologises, makes
sade alls. Viachem ships imventory from
warehousss in Dallew, Chicasos, Atlant,
Lios Angeles and Mewark, M.

The company just closed on an exclesive
apreeniont with BASF Corp for the Unidted
Stanes iy Canndla, Efting sadd. Viachem
will exclusreely sall the German chemical
glant’s trademarked Protectol, which isde
sl b0 Bl vl mdero-orenn s It
15 nsed in cosmetics, honsshold products,
and fior surfaece and insoument disingec
rion. says BASE

Viachem also has agreements with South
Caralina-hased Clarns Specialiy Products
and Indisma-based Vertellus Special ties e,
Tt curvently markets more thon mwo-tlozen
prodhicts

Rich Rebledz, president of Clarws, said
the sarrangement works well for his small
cornpany. Viachem salls oo a large nnm-
ber of small customenrs for Clams, while
Clarus selis to o small number of s larger
CIEHIITR

“Wiacham gives us one point of contace,
arud vet we et national coverags,” Rebholz

A selling point for Viachem is chat it
sharas all it customer mhormsdion, incdnd
ing pricing and the content of sales calls,
Robholz said
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“We gat a tremendous mronm of marker
ing dota,” e sakd

WViachem alse imports food chemicals
and high-intensiny sweetenars from China,
which increasingly dominates chemical
manufacturing. In light of recent safety
concarns about Chinese products, Efting
stessad that Viechem has each hatch of
its Chinese-maile chemicals analvzed and
tested by @ thid-party Iaboratory for safety
and gualiey

WVigchem's fivesoor goal 15 w0 reprosont
Soprodwcars and & cowple of Tmdmed prod:
ks, he s,

Investmont in Viachem will likely lit
5 milllon m % milllon over the next five
voars, Efring said He declined o disclose
the dollar investment made so far He be
lieves Viachem will nchiove a positive cash
o i D00Ha,



